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Established in Edmonton in 1959, the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
is Canada’s only professional Ukrainian dance company. Shumka 
presents dance-theatre touring productions, as well as intimate 

concert repertoire across the country and around the world. Seen by 
millions on international television broadcasts, the company has presented 
command performances for Queens, Prime Ministers, and Presidents, and 
have performed alongside the likes of Andrea Bocelli and Julie Andrews. 
Along with Alberta Ballet and Edmonton Opera, Shumka is honoured to 
be a resident company of the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium.

Sixty years of performance history has shaped Shumka’s signature music 
and dance style. While maintaining deep respect for their heritage, 
Shumka continually challenges conventional boundaries to define the 
experience of Ukrainian dance in the context of today’s society. 

VISION
Inspiring artists and audiences through 
evolving traditional boundaries, Shumka 
represents the pinnacle of Canadian-
Ukrainian dance.

MISSION
Shumka promotes, develops and preserves 
professional Canadian-Ukrainian dance as 
community leaders.

MANDATE 
Shumka creates a broad scope of 
original and collaborative interpretive 
works built upon the foundations of the 
Canadian and Ukrainian life experiences 
of its artists and the rich heritage of the 
Ukrainian folk culture. 

Shumka achieves this mandate by:

• Respecting the origins of traditional 
Ukrainian culture, while integrating the 
Canadian experience and contemporary 
expectations in order to make its 
programs relevant to today’s audiences.

• Creating a centre of excellence in 
dance education to prepare the next 
generation of citizens, dancers and 
creators in the art form.

• Collaborating with other artists in 
Edmonton, in Canada and internationally.

• Creating a hub of arts and culture 
activity in the community.

• Presenting art and experiences for people 
of all ages, backgrounds and abilities.

• Engaging diverse communities 
through performance, education and 
opportunities for inclusive participation.
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Like the mythological bird, the phoenix, the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers continue to 
rise out of the ashes of a global pandemic. Flexibility, thoughtfulness and innovation 
have been key at all levels of our organization in keeping the music playing and the 

dancers dancing through another year of challenges presented by COVID 19. 

The USD Board supports the many facets of Shumka through: strategic planning, 
governance and oversight. This past year the board focus has centred around: short 
and long term planning, endowment, sustainability and the revision and update of the 
organization’s bylaws. Although we are now beyond our 60th Anniversary, we did celebrate 
through a virtual event attended by members, alumni, friends and family from around the 
world. We look forward to hopefully celebrating this milestone on concert stages across 
Canada in this next year.

Our dancers have been resilient! The company has adapted to moving to online and offline 
rehearsals along with the Shumka School of Dance, Studia, Shumka’s Silver Swans, Seniors 
Can Shumka and summer camps. Innovation and creativity have been fostered through 
projects such as: Kobzari Kozachok, a collaborative piece with the Ukrainian Shumka 
Dancers and the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North America (UBC) and the Emerging 
Artists Project providing current company members the opportunity to step into the role of 
choreographer.

Shumka would not be what it is if not for its people. Much appreciation is extended to 
our board members, administrative team, artistic team, instructors, dancers, alumni and 
volunteers. We are grateful for the continued support from our stakeholders and donors as 
we navigate the challenges associated with the pandemic while keeping sight of a future of 
unlimited possibilities.

Dorianne Martyniuk, Board President

THE YEAR IN REVIEW
Board President’s Message
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Recently, we have been working on a film project that celebrates 130 years since the first Ukrainian immigrants came to Canada. 
These pioneers worked hard amid many unknowns in this new promised land. They wouldn’t let the harsh seasonal elements limit 
them, or years of difficult physical labour break them. They continued to thrive together with the collective work of the community 

supporting the whole. It was a true sense of bravery and ambition. Of courage and hope. 

This is exactly how I feel about the 2020-21 operational year. As we faced lock-downs, postponements, pivots, and cancellations, we also 
looked at the positives: new ways of doing things, the importance of supporting one another in difficult times, using digital mediums to 
spread our art form further than ever before. There were many cloudy days, but when the sun came out, we took full advantage of it. 
We depended on government and community foundation subsidies, started relationships with new supporters in the corporate world, and 

continued to build stronger bonds with our growing donor base. We also further established our Whirlwind Endowment Fund to lay a 
foundation for our future. 

We learned more from our stakeholders than ever before and realized how important our programming is to them. We 
brought new faces into the fold through camps and classes and welcomed increased diversity amongst our program 
participants. Our company of dancers proved their prowess by dedication to ongoing virtual classes that led them back to 
the studio, some stronger than ever. 

As we climbed up the steep hill that was our last operational year, we survived. We grew stronger, more adaptable, and 
increasingly creative. We trained, we choreographed, we filmed, we danced. 

Pandemic years are by no means a positive. But we can take them on with a vengeance. Just like our dedicated ancestors 
who laid the path for our future over 100 years ago. 

This year was one of bravery and ambition in the Shumka Family. From dancers and artistic leaders to instructors and 
students, from staff and management to supporters and donors. I am so thankful we had the collective courage, not only to 

survive, but to thrive through many unknowns. As the world continues to change around us, we too will change with it, with 
a continued mission of pride, development, and promotion of our heritage through dance. 

We will take the stage again soon, and we won’t look back. But we will always know we can survive – and thrive – like 
our ancestors before us.

Darka Tarnawsky, Executive Director

Executive Director’s Message
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 esilience.

 That is the the first word that I think of when reflecting on the last year. With the    
            obvious challenges that the world has presented all of us, this organization continues 
to work, create and thrive. While not having our traditional avenues to share our art we have 
looked increasingly to a virtual and online presence to share and create. This has included 
films and discussions of new work and old as well as continuing to offer classes, training and 
development of creative work over Zoom.

This summer alone we have created and produced two films. The first being Kobzari 
Kozachok. This was a collaboration with the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus and utilized their 
membership being spread across North America. In the film we had singers from San Diego, 
Edmonton, Manitoba, Toronto, Windsor, Niagara Falls, Cleveland, and New York City. As 
for Shumka, we represented our beautiful city of Edmonton and surrounding area. The film 
cuts together all of these locations with beautiful choreography by Paul Oljinyk and Laura 
Stachniak.

Our second film, titled A Promised Land, is a beautiful tribute to the 130 Years of Ukrainian 
Immigration to Canada. Shot on location at the Ukrainian Cultural Village, this film 
recognizes the struggle of our ancestors and celebrates their contributions made to the 
cultural identity of Canada. We are very excited to premiere this film as part of our Shumka 
on Tour celebrations in the spring of 2022.

While this work has been wonderful, we all know that the stage is where Shumka belongs. 
We are now working on our return to the stage this Christmas with Shumka’s Nutcracker. 
Once again joining forces with the National Ballet of Ukraine and Virsky Ensemble, this will 
be as exciting for our company as it will be for the audience. With performances in Camrose 
and Edmonton we continue to be part of the Christmas season in Alberta. Following soon 
after in April, we begin our national tour of Mosquito’s Wedding and Echoes of Hopak. 
Shumka on Tour will be the first national tour for many years, and we are excited to 
re-connect with our audiences across the country.

Over the last 60 years Shumka has grown to be a cultural mainstay in the Canadian dance 
scene. Despite the challenges that we have all encountered over the last 18 months the 
ongoing work of the administration and the dancers will ensure that Shumka will continue to 
thrive for many years to come.

Leslie Sereda, Senior Creative Director

Senior Creative 
Director’s Message R
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Shumka School of Dance 
Mom – Allie Bortnick 
For our family, Shumka 
School stood out by 
taking significant steps 

to ensure that the dance students 
and their experience remained the 
priority and focused on maintaining a 
high level of instruction and flexibility 
during the pandemic. Shumka made an 
obvious commitment to their students 
and recognized that they weren’t only 
continuing the lessons but helping to 
maintain the Shumka School community, 
and for this we are very grateful.

Seniors Can Shumka Dancer 
– Rod Schur 
Originally, I joined for the 
exercise but found that 
within the walls of the 

studio was a family devoted to dance and 
Ukrainian culture while at the same time 
embracing and appreciating other cultures. 
Shumka has provided me with a vehicle to 
maybe restore some of the language and 
culture that has gently washed away over 
the decades. Dancing is good for the soul!!  

FROM OUR STAKEHOLDERS

Shumka Donor and 
active participant in the 
Silver Swans Program – 
Deborra Crawford
I am thrilled to be a member 

of Shumka’s Silver Swans ballet family. 
Having recently retired, moved across the 
country and with no ballet experience, I 
wondered how I would fit in with the Silver 
Swans. I needn’t have worried. From the day 
I first stepped into the Dance Centre I was 
warmly welcomed into the Shumka fold. I 
have met and formed friendships with the 
most amazing group of senior dancers. With 
her ready smile, abundant patience, and lots 
of hard work and laughter, Mrs. Tasha has 
transformed eager-to-learn (senior) cygnets 
into elegant Silver Swans.  

Studia Shumka Dancer 
(now Shumka Apprentice) – 
Ava Moser 
Studia Shumka has been 
such a positive experience 

over the last few years. Being given 
amazing opportunities such as dancing with 
Shumka, several performance opportunities 
throughout the years and being able 
to learn choreography from amazing 
instructors had allowed me to continue my 
love of dance outside of the School setting. 
The environment created is one of family, 
shared not only between the dancers, 
but all the wonderful instructors as well. 
With Studia being the first place I went 
after graduating from the Shumka School 
Syllabus Program, it will always have a huge 
place in my heart. The relationships I was 
able to create with everyone are ones I will 
never forget, and will continue to cherish. 
Thank you Studia for an amazing two years!

Seniors Can Shumka Outreach Program

Intermediate Foundation RAD ballet class



7

Shumka Summer 
Dance Camp Mom – 
Karen deMontarnal 
My daughter, Brett, has been 
a Shumka School dancer for 

5 years, and took part in Shumka Summer 
Camp for the first time this year. She loved 
the dancing, the teachers, the camp t-shirts, 
the fun activities (like laser tag and wall 
climbing) each day and will also always 
remember the “silly awards” handed out 
from the Leaders at the end of the week. 
She made a new friend on day 1 and was 
proud to showcase her new choreography 
at the Friday performance for families. She is 
already talking about next year’s camp and 
wanting to be a “Leader-in-Training” when 
she is older! As a parent, I would recommend 
this camp without hesitation. The Shumka 
team provides a professional, safe, and fun 
experience. It warmed my heart to watch the 
final performance and know my daughter 
is proudly immersed in her Ukrainian 
heritage with the Shumka School of Dance. 
I can’t reiterate enough how much Brett 
loved this camp. I can’t believe we’ve waited 
until now to participate! 

artists get to create exciting new works as 
part of the Emerging Artist Program—while 
still honouring and respecting traditional 
Ukrainian dance. I am so inspired by the 
resilience of my fellow dancers, and I 
particularly admire the dedication of the 
Artistic and Creative Directors.

Shumka Dancer, 
Emerging Artist Program 
Choreographer and 
Diversity Committee 
Member – Elyse Dzenick

Shumka has been around for a long time 
and has seen a lot of changes throughout 
its history, both inside and outside of the 
organization. There are a lot of people, 
including me, who have found community 
here and want to see the company continue 
to succeed. Sitting on the Diversity 
Committee was a way I knew I could help 
create a more inclusive environment in the 
studio and bring an awareness that we all 
need to be cognizant of.

Shumka Board Member, 
Fund Development 
Committee Member, 
Alumnist and Donor – 
Nadine Samycia

I truly believe that it is up to all of us who 
danced or have witnessed the magic on 
stage, to keep Shumka going from 60 to 75 
and beyond. Shumka holds a very special 
place in all of our hearts and although a 
monthly contribution may not seem like a 
big deal, if we all contribute what we can, 
it becomes a very big deal for Shumka. It 
can lead to a bright future for the company 
when funding sources are difficult to find. 
How amazing would it feel if we knew 
that we played a small part in keeping this 
Canadian treasure alive and well?

Shumka Dancer, Donor and 
Chair of Shumka’s Diversity 
Committee – Michael Eeles
Some of my fondest 
memories are from growing 

up in the Shumka School of Dance, 
attending Shumka Summer Dance Camps 
every year, and from touring with Shumka. 
Along the way, I have had incredible 
experiences and formed lifelong friendships. 
I started donating to Shumka every month 
as a way to show appreciation and gratitude 
for everything the company has done for 
me. I want to help ensure future generations 
are given the opportunity to have these 
wonderful experiences, while forming their 
own friendships and cherished memories.

Shumka Alumnist and 
current Asia Bureau Chief of 
CBS News – Warren Serink
I choose to donate to 
Shumka on an ongoing basis 

because after all the places I’ve been to 
and the experiences I’ve had...my time in 
Shumka stands out for being among the 
best times of my life. For this, I am grateful!

Shumka Dancer, 
Emerging Artist Program 
Choreographer and former 
Guest Artist – Audrey Boccara
I first experienced the 

excitement and passion of Shumka while 
performing as a guest ballet dancer in 
their production of the Nutcracker in 2017. 
Instantly, I knew I wanted to experience 
more of that! Today, I am lucky to get 
to feel that amazing energy every week, 
rehearsing as a full-time member of the 
company. I feel so honoured to be a part of 
such a supportive company, where young 

Emerging Artist Program

Mini Mosquitos at Summer Dance Camp.
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Date from Date to Name of Self-Produced Public Performance,  Venue City/Town/ Artist, Participant (s) Description      
dd/mm/yyyy dd/mm/yyyy Event, Tour, Workshop, Class or Exhibition  Province

UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS ACTIVITIES: JUNE 1, 2020 TO MAY 31, 2021 Mandate: Shumka creates a broad scope of original and collaborative interpretive works built upon the foundations of 
the Canadian and Ukrainian life experiences of its artists and the rich heritage of the Ukrainian folk culture.  

02/06/2020 02/06/2020 Crescendo 2020 International Seminar Virtual Virtual Shumka’s Creative Director Paul Olijnyk Worldwide seminar on correct arts   
      education practices

02/06/2020 07/07/2020 White Swans Outreach Program Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach Instructor & Community Ballet/fitness program for adults
           
03/06/2020 08/07/2020 Seniors Can Shumka Outreach Program Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach Instructor & Community Dance/fitness program for adults 55+
           
03/06/2020 08/07/2020 Silver Swans Outreach Program Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach Instructor & Community Ballet/fitness program for adults 55+
           
06/06/2020 20/06/2020 Shumka’s Whirlwind Workshops x 3 Shumka Dance Centre  Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Worldwide participation in a dance  
      workshop live via Facebook   
   
20/06/2020 20/06/2020 Shumka & Studia Shumka Auditions Shumka Dance Centre Edmonton, AB Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Company dance auditions
               
03/07/2020 05/07/2020 Pysanka Festival Virtual Vegreville, AB Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Celebration of Ukrainian     
      culture and arts

04/07/2020 04/07/2020 Night of Perun Screening & Panel Shumka Dance Centre Edmonton, AB Les Sereda, Brian Webb, John Pichlyk Virtual artistic discussion
               
06/07/2020 10/07/2020 Shumka Summer Dance Camps Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Instructors & Camp Students Dance instruction         
       
03/08/2020 28/08/2020 Shumka Summer Dance Camps Shumka Dance Centre Edmonton, AB Shumka Instructors & Camp Students Dance and cultural instruction
               
16/08/2020 24/08/2020 Ukrainian Canadian Congress Virtual Edmonton, AB Seniors Can Shumka Celebration of all things Ukrainian
  Provincial Council Ukrainian Days                

22/08/2020 23/08/2020 Ed Ellis Exhibit Shumka Dance Centre Edmonton, AB Family of Ed Ellis Photography exhibit honouring   
      Shumka’s late photographer Ed Ellis
           
17/09/2020 17/09/2020 Alberta Culture Days Virtual Edmonton, AB Ukrainian Shumka Dancers &  Shumka’s Isolation Hopak taking part  
     the Chinese Benevolent Society  in the Multiculturalism Under the   
      Mid-Autumn Moon Festival
           
21/09/2020 31/05/2021 Shumka School of Dance Shumka Dance Centre /  Edmonton/ Shumka Instructors & School Students Shumka School training program
    St. Sophia’s Parish Sherwood Park, AB   

26/09/2020 26/09/2020 2020 Bloor West Village (BWV) Ontario Place & Virtual Toronto, ON Ukrainian Shumka Dancers,  Virtual Ukrainian arts celebration
    Toronto Ukrainian Festival    Isolation Hopak   

27/09/2020 27/09/2020 International Ukrainian Dance and Virtual Virtual Shumka School of Dance Tribute concert fundraiser
  Culture Festival Tribute Concert
               
29/09/2020 18/10/2020 Fall for Dance - Toronto’s Premier Virtual Toronto, ON & Virtual Shumka’s Creative Director Fall for Dance guest host
  International Dance Festival   Tasha Orysiuk
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03/10/2020 03/10/2020 Montreal Ukrainian Festival Virtual Montreal, QC Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Hopak Virtual Ukrainian arts celebration
               
07/10/2020 25/11/2020 Seniors Can Shumka Outreach Program Shumka Dance Centre Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Dance/fitness program for adults 55+  
             
07/10/2020 25/11/2020 Silver Swan Outreach Program Shumka Dance Centre Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Ballet/fitness program for adults 55+
               
08/10/2020 26/11/2020 White Swans Outreach Program Shumka Dance Centre Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Ballet/fitness program for adults
               
17/11/2020 15/01/2021 Sales of Shumka’s Nutcracker Online Virtual Edmonton, AB Uikrainian Shumka Dancers Limited opportunity to purchase a   
      copy of Shumka’s Nutcracker
               
10/12/2020 13/12/2020 Dance Victoria Nutcracker Screening Virtual Victoria, BC Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Presentation in Dance Victoria’s  
      Virtual 2020-2021 Season
               
18/12/2020 31/12/2020 Mazeppa Hopak in Ufest Virtual  Edmonton, AB Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Virtual Ukrainian arts features 
    Online Festival Celebration          

13/01/2021 03/03/2021 Silver Swans Outreach Program Shumka Dance Centre & Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Ballet/fitness program for adults 55+
               
13/01/2021 03/03/2021 Seniors can Shumka Outreach Program Shumka Dance Centre & Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Dance/fitness program for adults 55+
               
14/01/2021 04/03/2021 White Swans Outreach Program  Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Ballet/fitness program for adults   
             
16/01/2021 16/01/2021 Malanka Canada - a National Virtual Virtual Winnipeg, MB Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Malanka virtual night of celebration
    Celebration presented by PLAST Winnipeg           
  
02/05/2021 14/02/2021 Deep Freeze Festival Borden Park - Virtual Edmonton, AB Ukrainian Shumka Dancers with guests Virtual performances on     
     Virsky Ensemble of Ukraine outdoor screens
               
20/02/2021 20/02/2021 African Aerobics Dance Class Shumka Dance Centre & Virtual Edmonton. AB Lion Kingdom African dance class for     
      SSD and Shumka
              
27/02/2021 27/02/2021 African Aerobics Dance Class Shumka Dance Centre & Virtual Edmonton, AB Lion Kingdom African dance class for     
      SSD and Shumka
               
07/03/2021 07/03/2021 Ukrainian Canadian Museum, Virtual Ontario Ukrainian Shumka Dancers & guest artists  Online screening of Ancestors &   
  Ontario Branch    Elders and Dancing on Eggshells   
      plus a panel discussion
               
08/04/2021 27/05/2021 White Swans Outreach Program Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Ballet/fitness program for adults
               
07/04/2021 26/05/2021 Seniors Can Shumka Outreach Program Shumka Dance Centre & Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Dance/fitness program for adults 55+
               
07/04/2021 06/05/2021 Silver Swans Outreach Program Shumka Dance Centre & Virtual Edmonton, AB Shumka Outreach instructor & community Ballet/fitness program for adults 55+  
         
10/04/2021 10/04/2021 60th Anniversary Gala Celebration Virtual Edmonton, AB Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Virtual celebration honouring 
      60 years of Shumka
           

Date from Date to Name of Self-Produced Public Performance,  Venue City/Town/ Artist, Participant (s) Description      
dd/mm/yyyy dd/mm/yyyy Event, Tour, Workshop, Class or Exhibition  Province



10

29
Instructors – 
SSD: 9 plus 9 Lead, 
and 6 Junior; 
SSDC: 5 Instructors

360,000
Social media impressions through 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
YouTube

46
Dancers in 
Company

5
Apprentices 
in company 

233
Active donors

14
Staff – 4 full time; 
4 artistic contract; 
5 production 
contract; 1 admin 
contract

133
Seniors and Swans in Outreach Programs

7
Emerging 
Artist 
projects

18
Board members

16
Shumka Summer
Dance Camp 
personnel – 
14 Leaders-in-
Training; 2 Camp 
Coordinators

SHUMKA BY THE NUMBERS

96
Dance students 
in 2020 Shumka 
Summer Dance 
Camps (SSDC)

7
Artistic Team & 
Committee 
members

71
New donors

501
Gifts received

31
GEMs (donors 
who Give Every 
Month)

162
Students in 
Shumka School 
of Dance (SSD) 

12
Dancers in 
Studia Shumka

50
Average zoom classes per week during 
lock down including company, school and 
seniors programs
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS & NOTES 
Click here to view our Financial Statements
Year Ended May 31, 2021

2021 REVENUE OVERVIEW

School
Grants
Donations
Rentals
Performances
Other

$86K

$155K

$257K

$426K

$31K
$67K

Performances
School
Rent
Salaries
Fundraising
Other

$17K

$91K

$268K

$360K

$98K

$95K

2021 EXPENSE OVERVIEW

School
Grants
Donations
Rentals
Performances
Other

$86K

$155K

$257K

$426K

$31K
$67K

Performances
School
Rent
Salaries
Fundraising
Other

$17K

$91K

$268K

$360K

$98K

$95K

https://www.shumka.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/UKRAINIAN-SHUMKA-DANCERS-2021-fs.pdf
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Sustainability is key to Shumka’s financial future. To mark the 60th Anniversary of the 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, an Endowment Fund through the Edmonton Community 
Foundation was established in 2019. An initial donation from the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
Alumni Association provided this legacy project a solid start. Further contributions will 
be partially matched annually by the Canadian Cultural Investment Fund, through the 
Department of Canadian Heritage.

An endowment is a pool of money that is invested, with investment returns provided to 
the charity to use for their operations. Donations are made into the fund and they are then 
held and invested in the endowment forever, with only the returns being pulled for the 
organization’s operations.

Leave your legacy with Shumka. See your funds make a difference by donating today or 
join our donors who have bequeathed funds to the endowment in their wills. For more 
information or to donate, contact shumka@shumka.com.

SUSTAINING THE LEGACY 

FUNDERS & DONORS
You make such a difference with your 
support and Shumka is grateful. As donors, 
you keep our boots dancing and our 
dreams alive! Shumka is ever grateful and 
acknowledges the following individuals, 
families, companies, foundations, and 
funders for their generous help. This 
list recognizes monetary and in-kind 
donations received between June 1st, 2020 
- May 31st, 2021.

There have also been a number of donations 
made since the start of our new fiscal year 
and the full donor list featuring all of our 
60th Anniversary donors, is available here.

We launched our GEM Campaign in 
February, and 19 new GEMs increased our 
total to 31 by the end of May 2021.

 Shumka GEMs - Give Every Month
  Shumka Whirlwind Endowment Fund

    Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF)

Whirlwind Visionary ($50,000 to $500,000)
Alberta Foundation for the Arts
Alberta Lottery Fund
Edmonton Arts Council
NIC Northern Industrial Carriers Ltd.
 - Simon Sochatsky

Whirlwind Benefactor ($10,000 to $49,999)
Department of Canadian Heritage 
 - Canada Cultural Investment Fund   
Edmonton Community Foundation

Whirlwind Supporter ($2,500 to $9,999)
Anonymous 
Bottom Line Productions Inc.
Dance Victoria Society
Government of Canada - Summer Jobs
Karen & Richard and Mikael, 
 Katrina & Eva Slevinsky
Telus Foundation
Shevchenko Foundation, Temerty 
 Foundation Community Development Fund
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
 Alumni Association  
Orest YusypchukThe Shumka Whirlwind Endowment Fund 

mailto:shumka%40shumka.com?subject=Shumka%20Whirlwind%20Endowment%20Fund
https://www.shumka.com/support/supporters/donors/
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Kozak Brotherhood ($500 to $999)
Anonymous
Anonymous
ATB Cares Benevity Foundation 
Carol and Nestor Beztilny
CIBC Employee Volunteer Program
Simone Desilets
Luba Eshenko  
Cathie & Gordon Gordey
Bruce & Oksana Grant
Jack & Joyce Howell
Cherisse Killick & Tim Dzenick
Walter & Sylvia Killick
Tim Lynn 
Robert & Sharryl McArthur
Shelley and Chris Samycia
Taras Z. Saranchuk
Rod & Jackie Schur
Timothy Skwarok
Jeff Stepnisky & Michelle Meagher
Taste of Ukraine
Kathleen Todoruk - Todoruk Designs
Mariette & Michael Unger 
Urbancarrot Hot Glass 
 - Todd Safronovich
Jodie Wacko & 
 Lydia Talpash-Wacko 
Ralph & Gay Young
Zane Zimmerman

Boots and Beads ($200 to $499)
Zachary Atkinson
Maureen Barr
Michael Batt (In Honour of 
 Courtney Basaraba) 
MaryAnn & Bill Baziuk
Natalka (Stus) & Michael Beaudoin
Ryan Beztilny
Annette Bidniak & Dan Swift
Bidulka Family
Bortnick Family
Lois Boxall
Ed & Mary Ann Bugera
Lorraine Chanasyk, 
 Alexis & John Alford
Andrea (Stelmach) & Ryan Chmilar
Betty Corlett (Mukanik)
Jim & Chris Dewald
James Eeles 
Oles & Pamela Eshenko
John Eshenko, 
 Chrys Fialka-Eshenko & Arthur
Vlad Eshenko
Lil Fedorow Dorosh & Gary Nimcan
Chris George
Barbara Gerlach
Marianna & Terry Herchek
Paul & Tanya Hyshka
Caitlin Kaminsky 
Anna Kanevets
Sikora Family
Peter Laansoo & Kim Bugera
Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz
David Makowsky & 
 Brenda Manweiler 
Mitch & Marianne (Baziuk)     
 Makowsky
Matwie Family

Brent & Laurel McEwan
Marilyn Mucha & Len Chanasyk 
 (In Honour of Elsie Chanasyk)
Alberta & Tom Norris
Kelsey & Paul Olijnyk 
Lukian Opyr 
Michael & Tasha Orysiuk
Dr. Roman & Marusia Petryshyn
John & Christine Pichlyk
Kathy & Peter Rachmistruk
Ripple Effect Wellness Centre 
 - Eldyka Simpson
Dr. Rostyslaw & Janet Dmytruk
Maria & Jordan Rumohr 
The Samoil Family
Semchuk Family
Rochelle Shukalek
Eldyka Simpson
Douglas & Vera Smeall
Simon & Martina Sochatsky
Ron & Diane Solowan
Jorn & Leanne Starko
The Steele Family
Tom Stefanyk
Michael and Sneha Stuart 
Larissa Sulyma
Tom Syvenky
Loverne & Jerry Wowk
Gloria & George Zaharia
Evan Zukiwsky & Patty Tachynski 

Whirlwind Partner 
 ($1,000 to $2,499)
Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian   
 Education Society (AFUES)
Anonymous 
Michael Eeles 
 (In Honour of June Eeles) 
Blain & Marlene Gowing
Larissa & Paul Groch 
Trinity Kenneth (Chopyk)
Cecilia Laskoski
Lexus of Edmonton West
Victor & Christine Lirette
Dorianne & Peter Martyniuk
Tammy & Walter Massa
Dr. James & Doris McElgunn 
 (In Honour of Annikka Dobko)

Gerald & Anne Metrunec
Andrea Moen & Terry Sulyma 
John, Michele & Ashton Mucha
Terry Mucha 
Ed Paproski (In Honour of 
 Annie Pastyszczak) 
Leda Prytuluk-Althoff
Dale & Andrea Shumka
Norm & Kathie (Zarsky) St. Arnaud 
Strathcona Ukrainian Bilingual    
 Association (SUBA)
Darka & Vlodko Tarnawsky 
The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation  
 of Taras Shevchenko
Sam Yakimishyn & Deanna Gupta 

Rehearsing at the Shumka Stage.
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Dance Partners ($20 to $199)
Alberta Ukrainian Dance 
 Association (AUDA)
Michelle Basaraba
Sharon Beckstead
Garry Bereska
Marie & Ken Bootsman 
Charlene & Joseph Boyce
Ed & Leona Bridges  
Jackie & Matt Brosius
Sherriene Brown
Budd Family
Marian Butz-Gauk
Carleton Family
Chalifoux Family
Natasha Chalmers
Christine Chepyha
Karen Chilton
Karen & Rob deMontarnal
Shantel Dey
Maureen Disciglio
Annikka Dobko
Sharon Dobko
Elyse & Lauren Dzenick
The Dzenick Scherban Family
Alyssa Eugenio
Ava, Amanda & Marco Eugenio 
Ewaskiw Family
Lawrence & Marion Ferbey 
 (In Honour of Elsie Chanasyk)
Catherine Finlayson
Tara Gaucher (In Memory of 
 Tom Gushattey) 
Shane Gibson
Sean Gregg
Joe & Kim Hoffman
Terri Honish
Murray Howell 

Judy and Rob Hutchinson
Kim & Christin Hyshka
Itz Family
Jereniuk Family
Cathy & Paul Johnson 
Connie & Reg Kastelan
Kelly & Christine Kope
Stefania Kostiuk 
Donna & Dennis Kowalishin
Krynytskyy Family
Joe, Arlene & Emma Kryschuk
Stephanie Kuhn
Lorna Kunyk (Salamandick) 
Kevin Lange
Iryna & George Laschuk
Sally Lazaruk
Frances Lema
Janis Lema
John Lester 
Lozowy Family
Darrell Marko
Maykhrych Family
Lyndsey McGill
Anatoli Murha
Michelle & Ross Murray
Kim Nahachewsky
Nemcek Family
Barbara Olynyk
Gordon & Marion Ostapchuk
Larissa (Opyr) Paik
Ed Paproski
Ryan & Sara Parker
Petrivskyy Family
Alex Piasetsky
Ray Piasta 
 (In Memory of Dave Piasta)
Taras & Larissa Podilsky
Katrusia Pohoreski
Glen Roebuck

Rogers Communications 
 - Give Together Month
Matthew Romaniuk 
Round Family
Lori Ruptash
Nadine & Russ Samycia 
Tetyana Savchuk
Carol Scherban
Erin Segin
Sandy Semenyna
Daria Semotiuk & Zev Marantz
Devon Sereda Goldie 
Warren Serink 
Candice Shaw
Shieron Family 
 (In Honour of Alexandra Shieron)
Sorochuk Family
Laura Stachniak
Chad & Laurie Starko
Michael H. Sulyma 
 (In Memory of Lorraine C. Sulyma)
Michael V. Sulyma 
 (In Memory of Lorrie Sulyma)
Irena Tarnawsky
Myron Tarnawsky
Daryl Thompson
Dennis & Joan Topilko
Joline Vretenar
Weiman Family
Ian & Rhonda Woychuk
Wujcik Family
Brian Yarmuch
Ken Young
Marianna Zaparyniuk
Greg Zukiwsky
Carol & Michael Zukiwsky

Total number of donors: 233
Total number of gifts: 501

Please accept our apologies and 
contact us at shumka@shumka.
com if we inadvertently missed you 
or have erred in your listing.

Zooming along!

mailto:shumka%40shumka.com?subject=Donor%20List
mailto:shumka%40shumka.com?subject=Donor%20List
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dorianne Martyniuk, President
Ryan Beztilny, Vice-President
Michael Stuart, Treasurer
Daria Podilsky, Secretary

Directors
Darlene Auger
Kim Bugera
Cherisse Killick-Dzenick
Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz
Tim Lynn
Julian Mayne
Lukian Opyr
Nicolas Pacholok
Katrusia Pohoreski
Nadine Samycia
Mitchell Stewart
Michael V. Sulyma
Lydia Talpash-Wacko
Laurelle Unger

STAFF TEAM
Darka Tarnawsky,  
 Executive Director
Leslie Sereda, 
 Senior Creative Director
Paul Olijnyk, Creative Director
Tasha Orysiuk, Creative Director
June Eeles, Programs & 
 Outreach Administrator
Peter Eeles, 
 Shumka School Principal
Alyssa Eugenio, 
 Artistic Administrator/     
 Director of Studia Shumka
Joshua Semchuk, 
 Production Stage Manager
Vlodko Tarnawsky, Facility/    
 Transportation Manager
Trinity Chopyk-Kenneth, 
 Wardrobe Director
Trent Crosby, Technical Director
Tamsin Carreck, 
 Shumka School Ballet Mistress
Shelby Moser, Shumka School    
 Wardrobe Director
Tammy Massa, Bookkeeper

COMMITTEES
Finance Committee
Michael Stuart, Chair
Tim Lynn 
Orest Romaniuk

Fund Development Committee
Terry Mucha, Chair
Kim Bugera
Larissa Groch
Tim Lynn
Marilyn Mucha
Nick Pawluk
Daria Podilsky
Nadine Samycia
Michael Stuart

Governance Committee
Lydia Talpash, Chair
Cherisse Killick-Dzenick
Katelyn Kuchta
Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz
Nicolas Pacholok
Taras Saranchuk
Michael Stuart
Evan Zukiwsky

Alumni Committee
Lukian Opyr/Katrusia Pohoreski,   
 Co-Chairs
George Chrunik
Corinna Dooley
Shane Gibson
Kim Hyshka
Laura Stachniak

Displays in waiting for 
the virtual Gala.

Elsie Chanasyk is 
honoured with the Spirit 
of Shumka Award.

Shumka School students enjoy African 
Aerobics with “Lion Kingdom” dancers.

Worldwide 
Whirlwind Workshops

Diversity Committee
Michael Eeles, Chair
Elyse Dzenick
Alyssa Eugenio
Nicolas Pacholok
Nicole Schimpf

More information about our 
board, staff, dancers, Shumka 
School of Dance, artistic products 
and outreach programs can be 
found at shumka.com.

https://www.shumka.com/
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www.shumka.com

Dancers support “Every Child Matters”.

Shop SHUMKA!

Shumka 60th Anniversary
Virtual Banquet 

Alberta Cancer Foundation event 
online from the McGrath Mansion.

Our newest tenants, 
Good Women Dance Collective.

Halloween fun at 
Shumka School of Dance.

Night of Perun Screening Panel

https://www.shumka.com/

